
            LATEST CLIMATE & BIODIVERSITY UPDATE  MARCH 2022 

     

As the world experiences record temperatures and extreme weather is pushing the planet dangerously 

close to a climate catastrophe, the need for urgent action has never been clearer. Storm Eunice 

wreaked havoc throughout the country and wind gusts of 122pm at Needles Lighthouse in the Isle of 

Wight, provisionally recorded the highest wind gust ever. Storm Franklin was the third named storm to 

hit the UK in a week. These changes are just the beginning of worse to come.  

Crossing the 2 degrees threshold is enough to put over 1 billion people under extreme heat stress; 

bleach over 99% of coral reefs; double the extinction of plant species and intensify the melting of sea ice 

in summer by 10 times, fuelling up to 6 metres of sea level rise in vulnerable parts of the world.        

Climate Action Challenge Fund 

Voluntary and community sector organisations, community groups, parish councils and schools in 
Essex can apply for up to £20,000 of funding to deliver activities that respond to key climate challenges 
in Essex. 

You can apply by completing our application form (DOCX, 238kB) and emailing it 
to climate.challengeprize@essex.gov.uk. 

Our guidance notes (PDF, 181.82kB) explain more about the objectives of the fund and how to complete 
your application. 

Funding is available until 31 March 2023 or until funds are fully allocated - whichever comes first. 

To find out more about the Climate Action Challenge Fund, please 

visit: https://www.essex.gov.uk/leisure-culture-local-heritage/culture-and-communities 

Should you wish advice on how you could spend funding on climate adaption and mitigation, please 

email UDC’s Climate Officer Chloe Fiddy CFiddy@uttlesford.gov.uk. 

 

 

            

                    TREE SPARROW DECLINE OF 95% 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64jx5x/6bQlXYgDFbmxiPqPErKkIO/fe238f2970d70e72bc82325e70a4d526/Climate-Change-Challenge-Fund-Application-Form.docx
mailto:climate.challengeprize@essex.gov.uk
https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64jx5x/vfh1P9nIZAefpFZG8TKT7/b9f0467b1b3582602ba7901b5fbd42c6/Guidance-Notes-Climate-Action-Challenge-Fund.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/leisure-culture-local-heritage/culture-and-communities
mailto:CFiddy@uttlesford.gov.uk


Countrywide, there has been a decline in the numbers of many birds, including many well known and 

loved species such as the song thrush, skylark, lapwing and house sparrow. 

This decline has been gradual. Most of the declining species are farmland birds. On the other hand, 

most woodland species such as the blue tit, nuthatch and great spotted woodpecker are still doing 

alright. However, declines may have started in woodland habitat also, with lesser spotted woodpecker 

and willow tit now red-listed because of their severe declines. 

 
The following lists percentage declines of some bird species recorded in the Common Bird Census 

between 1970 and 1999: 

• Tree sparrow -95 per cent 

• Corn bunting -88 per cent 

• Willow tit -78 per cent 

• Spotted flycatcher -77 per cent 

• Woodcock -74 per cent 

• Starling -71 per cent 

• Turtle dove -71 per cent 

• Song thrush -56 per cent 

• Bullfinch -53 per cent  

• Skylark -52 per cent 

 

 
 

With 1 in 4 birds in serious decline, it's never been more important to monitor the UK's bird populations. 

Please see below, what birds Cllr Pepper monitored in her garden on Sunday January 30th. 

From 1:30pm – 2.30 pm 

Starling    3 

great Tit   1 

Blue Tit    5 

Sparrow   3 

Goldfinch   5 

Greenfinch   2 

Chaffinch    1 

Dove    3 

Wood Pidgeon   5 

Robin   1 

Long tailed tit   3 

Blackbird   2 

Jackdaw   1 

Rook   2 

 



        THE IMPORTANCE OF IVY  

    

                                  Ivy is the plant equivalent of a 2/7 grocery store for animals 

 

Ivy has long been accused of strangling trees, but it doesn’t harm the tree at all and even supports at 

least 50 species of wildlife. 

Ivy is important to many species before they go into hibernation. Some of the main insect species which 

forage on the nectar and pollen of ivy are bees, hoverflies and wasps. 

It is an important food plant for some butterfly and moth larvae such as Holly Blue, Small Dusty Wave, 

Angie Shades and Swallow -tailed moth. 

Many rare insects are attracted to ivy flowers, including the golden hoverfly. 

Ivy uses trees and walls for support, allowing it to reach upwards to better levels of sunlight. It is not a 

parasitic plant and has a separate root system in the soil and so absorbs its own nutrients and water 

needed. Ivy does not damage trees and its presence doesn’t indicate that a tree is unhealthy, and it 

doesn’t create a tree-safety issue. 

 

                  ARTIFICIAL LAWN         

     

    

There is a place for artificial turf as an alternative to paving slabs, gravel and particularly concrete, which 
is its own environmental nightmare.  But it really doesn’t compare with [real] grass. Not only does it not 
provide any of the environmental benefits of grass – like soaking up moisture, home for insects, feeding 
birds, self-sustaining – its life isn’t that long. It gets trampled on and quite soon looks poor. It can’t be re-
laid or reseeded; it has to be rolled up, lifted and sent to landfill. 

In the mindset of the British public, you haven’t really got a garden unless you’ve got a lawn and some 

people are put off by lawns because there’s quite confusing technical speak around mowing, feeding, 

weeding, moss control and overseeding. A lot of people just aren’t interested – they don’t have time in 

their busy lives. The best solution is to leave your lawn for rewilding. 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/mar/02/what-you-can-do-to-reduce-the-destructive-impact-of-concrete


     THE IMPORTANCE OF REWILDING  

                          

The UK is one of the most nature-poor countries in the world, coming 189 out of 218 nations in the latest 

State of Nature report. If you ditch the fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides and let nature find its own 

balance again, you’re likely to be amazed at the increase in birds, insects and even small mammals that 

start visiting.  

Even the tiniest of gardens can become more biodiverse – and if we all do our bit in our own individual 

gardens and backyards, our joint efforts could have a massive positive effect on the natural world. 

We tend to like our gardens to be neat and tidy but a slight change in mindset can make all the 

difference. Start mowing your grass once a month or less, rather than cutting it back to within an inch of 

its life every week, and watch it quickly transformed into a wildlife haven without any extra input from 

you. The more people take action to boost biodiversity and encourage wildlife on their own patch, the 

better chance nature will thrive. 

     HEDGEHOGS   

          

                        Last spotted in Cllr Pepper’s garden around five years ago 

Up to three quarters of all of Britain's rural hedgehogs have been lost in the past 20 years. In the past 

two decades, hedgehog populations had fallen by anywhere between 33-77%. Roads are likely to play a 

significant role, with a 2016 study suggesting that over 167,000 hedgehogs are killed each year by 

vehicles.     

A lack of connectivity in the rural environment, exacerbated by the loss of hedgerows and changes in 

farming practices, is likely to have intensified these issues. Badgers may also play a role in competing 

for the same food as hedgehogs. 

https://www.mammal.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MC1605_HedgehogsRoads_Wembridge.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-30130-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-30130-4


   WHAT CAN I DO TO PROTECT HEDGEHOGS?   

                         

A hedgehog house provides a safe space for our nocturnal night-time visitors to shelter from cold 

weather, garden tools, predators and cars. It also can be used for them to hibernate over the winter 

months and will usually have the much-desired effect of attracting hedgehogs into your garden. 

If hedgehogs are already present in your area, you can leave out tinned dog or cat food, as well as 

crushed pet biscuits, for them to eat. Water is the only liquid that should be left out for them to drink, as 

milk can make them seriously ill. 

Fences, which block the routes of hedgehogs and isolate them, can be modified to include 

holes at ground level that allow them through, while blocking larger animals. Ready-made panels 

can be bought, while step-by-step instructions can be found online to make them yourself. 

You can also leave areas of grass in your garden to grow longer, as well as limiting the use of pesticides 

and strimming which can harm hedgehogs.  

                BEES ARE IN SERIOUS DECLINED 

             

Bees, especially wild solitary bees and bumblebees, are in serious decline in the UK and globally. In the 
UK, we have already lost around 13 species and another 35 are currently at risk. 

The biggest single cause of bee decline is the intensification of farming. This is compounded by the 
increased use of pesticides, especially neonicotinoids, which is having a devastating impact on wild 
bees. 

  The best bee-friendly plants for your garden or balcony 

With the help of the table below, you can plan your planting schedule so that bees and insects have a 
food source available for every month of the flowering season. 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/wildlife/animals/hedgehogs/garden
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-create-hedgehog-hole
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-create-hedgehog-hole


 

Tip: If you find you do not have time to cut back your plants come winter just leave them! Keep 

your faded perennials standing so that wild bees can find somewhere to shelter for the win 

 

 

       

 

     

  THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS  

      FOR KEEPING UTTLESFORD CLEAN & GREEN 

          CLLR PEPPER 


