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Nomination Form for the Local Heritage List 
 
Please provide details of the heritage asset that you wish to nominate:   

 
Name/Number 
 

Airfield of RAF Great Dunmow and associated Airfield buildings 

Street 
 

Opposite Easton Lodge 

Town/Village 
 

Little Easton 

Parish 
 

Little Easton 

 
 
Please describe the type/ use of the asset: (domestic/ religious/ commercial/ education etc) 
 

Type Currently  used for agricultural buildings 

 
 
Please provide an approximate date for the asset (if known): 
 

Date Built between 1939 and 1945 

 
 
Please identify which of the following criteria the asset satisfies and why: (You may wish to 
refer to the selection criteria on page 3) 
 

Criteria Please tick Reason 
1- Rarity   

2 – Aesthetic Value   

3 – Group Value  
 

Grouped together with the Easton Lodge house 
and gardens and Little Easton church, the story 
of the local area at that time in history can be 
told. 

4 – Archaeological Value  
 

The site informs our understanding of the historic 
development of the Easton Lodge estate both 
before and during the twentieth century. 

5 – Archival Interest  
 

There is a wealth of written and photographic 
records that enhance the significance of the 
asset. These can be found on line or in local 
museums in Dunmow or at the Gardens of 
Easton Lodge museum. A number of books have 
also been written about the airfield. 

6 – Historical Associations  
 

The asset has numerous historical associations 
with USAAF and RAF history and is visited 
regularly by veterans and their families. General 
Eisenhower also visited the site. 

7 – Landmark Status  
 

The asset has significant historical value as it 
played a major role in WWII. 

8 – Social and Communal Value  
 

The asset contributes to the communal history of 
the area through its links with the listed house 
and gardens at Easton Lodge and with Little 
Easton church 
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Please describe the significance of the asset, in brief, and why it should be included on the 
Local Heritage List: (Please include any additional information here that you feel is relevant to the 
nomination such as architectural or historic interest or associated people and companies) 
 

 
The airfield was originally built in 1942-1943 by the US Army's 818th Engineer Battalion (Aviation), 
alongside British contractors. It was designed as a Class A bomber airfield to be used by the RAF 
and the USAAF 8th Division. The airfield was built on ancient deer park belonging to Easton Lodge 
and some 10,000 trees were destroyed to enable its construction, including over 200 mature oak 
trees. 
 
In 1943 the 386th Bomber group, the ‘Crusaders’ of the US Air Force, took up residence at the 
airfield. General Dwight D Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander, made an official visit to 
the airfield in April 1944. Many of the Marauder aircraft based here were involved in the bombing of 
the Utah landing beaches in Normandy prior to the troops’ arrival on D-Day in June 1944. 
 
In October 1944, the airfield was handed over to the RAF, serving as a base for Short Stirling 
transporters under 38 Group. After the war, the airfield was used for training and as a vehicle store, 
before the airfield was abandoned in 1948. Also in 1948, the Anglo-American Goodwill Association 
erected a memorial on the southern edge of the site to the crews that once flew from the airfield. 

The runway layout and the airfield perimeter track can still be easily identified in aerial photography. 
A blister hanger and nissen huts associated with the former airfield still remain on the site near 
Easton Lodge. 
 
Uttlesford District Council commissioned a full heritage impact assessment by Donald Insall 
Associates in May 2018 as part of the UDC evidence base for the local plan. The UDC 
commissioned heritage assessment assessed the asset against the same criteria as is used 
for the Local Heritage List and designated the site as a non-designated heritage asset 
meeting at least two of the selection criteria. The assessment was detailed as follows: 
 
Evidential Value:  
Isolated and groups of buildings remain on the site associated with the former airfield. 
A memorial to the USAAF 8th division exists in Little Easton Church on the boundary of the former 
airfield to the east. In 1960 the airfield site was sold for agricultural use. The concrete areas were 
broken up, one area remains of the north eastern end of runway 04-22. 
 
Aesthetic value: The open setting of the former airfield within the flat terrain and the views 
between the remaining airfield buildings are retained due to its change to agricultural use. 
 
Historic value: The airfield was constructed during WWII by the USAAF 8th division. (See also 
brief history above). 
 
Communal value: A memorial to the USAAF 8th division exists in the American chapel in Little 
Easton Church on the boundary of the airfield to the east. Two stained glass windows in the chapel 
are dedicated to the USAAF 386th bombardment group. The windows depict the Easton Lodge 
airfield site and various memorials to the American airmen. There are also plaques in the church 
carrying the names of 193 American airmen. 
 
Contribution of Setting to Significance 
The open setting within the flat terrain of the former airfield and the views between the remaining 
airfield buildings are retained due to its change to agricultural use. The setting makes a moderate 
to major positive contribution to the significance of the non-designated asset. 
 
The assessment also states that any development of the site will impact as a moderate to major 
change as the visual connections between the remaining airfield buildings and the open setting of 
the airfield will be lost. Consideration would need to be given to the former airfield buildings future, 
whether to record and replace or reuse with an appropriate commercial or community use. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Class_A_airfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easton_Lodge
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Please include a map and recent photograph of the site with your application.   
 
Map and photograph below. 
 
Please provide your contact details: 
 

Name Andy Dodsley 

Address Deer Chase, Easton Lodge, Little Easton, Dunmow, Essex,  

Postcode CM6 2BB 

Telephone 07789-223205 

E-mail andy.dodsley@btinternet.com 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION 

 
 

Completed forms can be e-mailed to conservation@uttlesford.gov.uk or sent to the 
address at the top of the page, for the attention of the Conservation Officer. 
 
 
 
Map & Photo 
 


